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ABSTRACT

An efficient synthesis of the C1-C19 segment of aplyronine A is described. Stereoselective construction of the C14-C15 (E)-trisubstituted
double bond and the C13 stereocenter was achieved by using an asymmetric Nozaki-Hiyama-Kishi coupling.

Aplyronine A (1), isolated from the sea hare Aplysia

kurodai in 1993 by Yamada and co-workers, is a potent

cytotoxic and antitumor macrolide (Figure 1).1 Further-

more, aplyronine A (1) inhibits the polymerization of

globular actin (G-actin) to fibrous actin (F-actin) by

sequestering G-actin and forming a 1:1 complex, and also

depolymerizes F-actin by a severing mechanism.2 Thus,

aplyronine A (1) is expected to be a new type of anticancer

chemotherapeutic agent. Its complex structure and potent

biological activities have attracted considerable attention

from the synthetic community.3

Although we have previously accomplished the first
total synthesis of aplyronine A (1),4 our previous route
involved a few steps that showed both low yield and poor
selectivity. In particular, Julia coupling between ketone 2
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and sulfone 3 and subsequent reduction yielded the un-
desired (Z)-olefin 5 (19%) and the C14 tertiary alcohol 6
(25%) alongwith the desired (E)-olefin 4 (44%) (Scheme 1).
Therefore we planned to develop stereoselective construc-
tion of the C14-C15 (E)-trisubstituted double bond for
the second generation total synthesis of aplyronine A
(1), which would provide a practical supply of 1 for
further biological studies. Hereinwe describe an efficient
stereocontrolled construction of the C1-C19 segment of
aplyronine A (1).
The second generation retrosynthetic analysis of aplyr-

onine A (1) is shown in Scheme 2. Aplyronine A (1) would
be obtained from 7, the same intermediate as that in the
first generation synthesis.4b,c Themacrolactonepart in 7 can
be constructed by an intramolecular Nozaki-Hiyama-
Kishi (NHK) reaction5 of compound 8. Disconnection of
the estermoiety of 8 provides carboxylic acid 9 and alcohol
10. The C1-C19 segment 9 can be derived from aldehyde
11 and iodoolefin 12 by an asymmetric NHK coupling6 as
a key step. This strategy has the benefit of constructing the

C14-C15 (E)-trisubstituted double bond and the C13
stereocenter at once. Also, construction of trisubstituted
olefins by using an asymmetric NHK coupling has never
been reported to date, and investigation of this reaction
was a synthetic challenge.
Synthesis of the C5-C13 segment 11 started from

alcohol 13,4b,c whichwas the intermediate in our first gene-
ration synthesis of aplyronine A (1) (Scheme 3). The
secondary hydroxy group in 13 was protected as a TES
ether, and the benzyl group was removed. The resulting
primary alcohol was converted into tosylate 14. We next
attempted three-carbon homologation of 14 using allyl-
magnesium bromide in the presence of Cu(I) salt7 to
obtain not the homologue compound but the depivaloyl
compound. However, the use of excess allylmagnesium
bromide without Cu(I) salt in boiling Et2O gave the
terminal olefin 15 in good yield (92%) with concomitant
cleavage of the pivaloyl group. Reprotection of the
resulting hydroxy group in 15 with a pivaloyl group
and dihydroxylation of the terminal olefin gave a diol,
which was readily converted into the desired aldehyde 11
as a C5-C13 segment by oxidative cleavage in two steps
and 97% yield.
Iodoolefin 12 as a C14-C19 segment was prepared as

follows (Scheme 4). Oxidation of alcohol 168 provided

Scheme 1. Our Previous Work

Scheme 2. Second-Generation Retrosynthetic Analysis of
Aplyronine A (1)

Figure 1. Structure of aplyronine A (1).
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aldehyde 17, which was subjected to an Ohira-Bestmann
reaction9 to yield acetylene 18 with concomitant transes-
terification by MeOH. The methyl ester group in 18 was
reduced by DIBALH, and the resulting alcohol was sub-
sequently converted into the TBS ether 19. Introduction of
themethyl group to the terminal alkyne of 19with n-BuLi/
MeI gave 20 in 72% yield from 16 (five steps). Regioselec-
tive hydrozirconation of compound 20 by Schwartz’s
reagent10 followed by quenching with iodine afforded the
C14-C19 segment 12 in 70%yield. The stereochemistry of
the resulting (E)-trisubstituted double bond of 12 was
determined by the NOESY correlation between the allylic
methylene protons and the vinyl methyl protons.
With both fragments 11 and 12 in hand, an asymmetric

NHK coupling reaction was next examined. First, we
optimized the solvent and Ni catalyst (Table 1). The
coupling reaction between 11 and 12 using CrCl2/NiCl2/
ligand 21/Et3N/THF reported by Kishi and co-workers6a

gave the coupling product 22, but the yield was only 7%
(entry 1).Next, we screened solvents by usingNiCl2 3DMP
as a Ni catalyst and proton-sponge as a base (entries
2-4).6c,d From these results, this coupling reaction was
the most efficient in CH3CN (entry 4).6c,d In entries 4-6,
we screened an assortment of Ni catalysts based on
Kishi’s reports.6c,d The reaction withNiCl2(dppp) in CH3-
CN gave the best result in this case (entry 6); however, we
could not satisfy the stereoselectivity under this condition

(S/R = 2.8:1).11 Therefore, we next screened chiral sulfo-
namide ligands of an asymmetric NHK coupling.
The investigation of an asymmetric NHK coupling with

several chiral sulfonamide ligands is summarized inTable 2.
Attempts at an asymmetric NHK coupling with chiral
sulfonamide ligands, such as 236a,c or 24,6d improved the
stereoselectivity, but the yields were low (entries 1 and 2).
The ligand 25 recently developed byKishi and co-workers6e

and its diastereomer 26were also tested and gave excellent
yields, but the stereoselectivities were low (2.8:1 for 25,
2.0:1 for 26) (entries 3 and 4). From these results, we
assumed that (1) a large substituent on the sulfonamide
group prevented the transmetalation of the vinyl-Ni(II)
species to Cr(III) and thereby decreased the yield of the
coupling product, (2) a large substituent on the oxazoline
ring induced the high stereoselectivity because of its steric
hindrance, and (3) electron-donating substituents on the
benzene ring improved the stereoselectivity due to the
enhanced affinity toCr. Thus,wedesigned and synthesized
ligand 27,12 which has a large tBu group on the oxazoline
ring, a small methyl group on the sulfonamide group, and
three electron-donating methoxy groups on the benzene
ring.As expected, the coupling reactionwith ligand27gave
the best result: 22a/22b= 3.7:1, 100% yield (entry 5). Fur-
thermore, the reagent loadings were successfully reduced

Scheme 4. Synthesis of C14-C19 Segment 12

Table 1. Optimization of Reaction Conditions: Solvent and Ni
Catalyst

entry Ni catalyst solvent base yield (%)a

1 NiCl2 THF Et3N 7c

2 NiCl2 3DMPb THF proton-

sponge

58c

3 NiCl2 3DMPb DME proton-

sponge

0

4 NiCl2 3DMPb CH3CN proton-

sponge

86c

5 NiCl2 CH3CN proton-

sponge

82c

6 NiCl2(dppp) CH3CN proton-

sponge

96

(S/R = 2.8:1)d

a Isolated yield calculated from 11. bNiCl2 3DMP: 2,9-dimethyl-1,10-
phenanthroline-NiCl2 complex. cThe stereoselectivity was not deter-
mined. dThe stereochemistry was confirmed by modified Mosher’s
method.

Scheme 3. Synthesis of C5-C13 Segment 11
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to 4 equiv of CrCl2, 0.1 equiv of NiCl2(dppp), 4 equiv of
proton-sponge, and 4 equiv of ligand 27 without loss of
product yield or stereoselectivity. The two diastereomers
22a and 22b were separated by flash column chromato-
graphy. Paterson and co-workers achieved stereoselective
introduction of the C13 hydroxy group by using CBS
reduction13 of a similar ketone.3b We followed this proce-
dure, and oxidation of C13 epimer 22bwith Dess-Martin
periodinane followed by CBS reduction13 afforded the
desired isomer 22a. Alternatively, C13 epimer 22b could
be converted to the desired isomer 22a via a Mitsunobu
reaction14 in good yield.
To convert 22a intoC1-C19 segment 9, we followedour

first generation synthetic strategy (Scheme 5).O-Methyla-
tion of the C13 hydroxy group in 22a with NaH/MeI gave
methyl ether 28 in quantitative yield. Treatment of 28with
aqueous acetic acid in THF afforded diol 29a (88%) along
with alcohol 29b (10%). The C19 hydroxy group in 29a

was reprotected as a TBS ether, and the remaining C7

secondary hydroxy group was protected as anMTM ether
to give compound 30. Reductive cleavage of the pivaloyl
group in 30 by DIBALH and oxidation of the resulting
hydroxy group with Dess-Martin periodinane gave
aldehyde 31. The Horner-Wadsworth-Emmons reac-
tion of 31with (EtO)2P(O)CH2CHdCHCO2Et afforded
R,β,γ,δ-unsaturated ester in 86% yield, which contained
a small amount (about 5%) of (4Z)-isomer. The minor
(4Z)-isomer can be separated by HPLC at a later stage
in the synthesis.4b,d Finally, hydrolysis of the ethyl
ester group with LiOH in aqueous methanol afforded
C1-C19 segment 9.
In conclusion, we have developed a stereocontrolled

synthesis of the C1-C19 segment 9 of aplyronine A,
featuring an asymmetric NHK coupling reaction be-
tween aldehyde 11 and iodoolefin 12 to construct the
C14-C15 (E)-trisubstituted double bond and the C13
stereocenter in one step. Studies on the synthesis of the
C20-C34 segment 10 and further investigation toward
the second generation total synthesis of aplyronine A
are in progress.
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Table 2. Optimization of Chiral Sulfonamide Ligands

entry ligand yield (%)b
drc,d

22a/22b

1 23 46 3.4:1

2 24 40 3.9:1

3 25 98 2.8:1

4 26 100 2.0:1

5 27 100 3.7:1

aConditions A: (1) Dess-Martin periodinane, py, CH2Cl2, 98%, (2)
(R)-CBS catalyst, BH3 3SMe2, THF, 89% (>95:5 dr). Conditions B: (1)
p-NO2C6H4CO2H, PPh3, DEAD, THF, 97%, (2) K2CO3,MeOH, 96%.
b Isolated yield calculated from 11. cThe ratio was determined by 1H
NMR analysis. dThe stereochemistry was confirmed by modified
Mosher’s method.

Scheme 5. Synthesis of C1-C19 Segment 9
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